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Purpose of the AwardPurpose of the AwardPurpose of the Award
To honor Jeff, his 
commitment to the 
advancement of 
energy efficiency, and 
to continue his vision  
and excellent 
performance in the 
nation's goals for 
energy-efficient 
buildings. 
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Award CriteriaAward CriteriaAward Criteria
Achievements: achievements in the field of energy efficiency and 
building energy codes 

Impact: substantial contribution to increase energy efficiency by 
advancing building energy code requirements and performance, tools, 
resources or processes 

Innovation: foster new ideas that solve problems or address needs that 
lead to the realization of energy savings through the use of building 
energy codes and their performance 

Collaboration: significant advancement in building energy codes and 
performance through processes that seek and use input from a broad 
set of stakeholders 

Passion: motivated to create change by their commitment to energy 
efficiency as a path to a sustainable world 
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Award CommitteeAward CommitteeAward Committee

U.S. Department of Energy, Building Energy 
Codes Program 

New Buildings Institute

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships

Seattle Department of Planning & Development
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Winner of the Third Annual  
Jeffrey A. Johnson Award for Excellence in 

Building Energy Codes and Performance

Winner of the Third Annual  Winner of the Third Annual  
Jeffrey A. Johnson Award for Excellence in Jeffrey A. Johnson Award for Excellence in 

Building Energy Codes and PerformanceBuilding Energy Codes and Performance

Bruce Nelson
Senior Engineer -
Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, Office of 
Energy Security
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What the Nominators and Award Committee
had to say about Bruce Nelson..….

What the Nominators and Award CommitteeWhat the Nominators and Award Committee
had to say about Bruce Nelson..had to say about Bruce Nelson..……..

Elevated Minnesota code to most stringent in US. 

Instrumental in 
First single family air tightness standard in US -1994.

Standards providing protection from back drafting

Worked in all facets of moving energy codes forward 
for over 30 years. 

Needs assessments to training of trades & inspectors.

Active in national codes and standards committees 
Known as leader in promoting energy conservation through better 
building codes
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Additional great words about Bruce Nelson..….Additional great words about Bruce Nelson..Additional great words about Bruce Nelson..……..

Minnesota is known as the national leader for energy efficient residential 
construction for good reason. Bruce Nelson is probably the single most 
important player behind increasing the energy efficiency of Minnesota’s 
housing stock. He has tirelessly worked on writing, promulgating and 
implementing the Minnesota residential energy code. “Build Tight and 
Ventilate Right” has been the motto of the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce and the Minnesota residential energy code because of 
Bruce’s hard work. 

Bruce’s passion shows because he shows up, again and again. In 
meeting after meeting and in project after project year after year he 
advocates for sound solutions with real outcomes. His passion for 
energy efficiency is reflected in his diligence to keep working to make 
our state more energy efficient.
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Special Thank YouSpecial Thank YouSpecial Thank You

…to our other Nominees for there achievements 
in energy efficiency and building energy codes 

Randy Dahmen, Commercial Building Inspector, Code 
Consultant  & Plan Reviewer, WI Dept. of Commerce, 
Safety & Buildings Division 
Don Sivigny, Code Development Representative 
Sr./Energy Specialist, State of Minnesota, Dept. of 
Labor and Industry, Construction Codes and Licensing 
Division

…to those who continue to nominate key energy 
code specialists in the field and take time to 
prepare excellent nominations


