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The Technical ‘Team’

• NEEP (Isaac Elnecave)

• NBI (Jim Edelson)

• PNNL (Mark Halverson)

• Utilities (National Grid)

• Chris Mathis, Consulting (Jonah Butcher)



Green Communities Act

• Legislated State Wide:
–Adoption of the Latest IECC code

• and Locally:
–Green Communities Program

• Requires life‐cycle building energy 
efficiency plus other requirements

• The Upside: $10m/year in funding 
available



The Development Timeline

• Dec 08: Energy Star and Core Performance Guide
(codification in process)

• Jan 09: Energy Star and Core Performance Guide 
dovetailed into IECC 09...one page ‘Stretch Code’
approved for public hearing!!

• Mar 09: 

– Public Hearing on ‘Stretch Code Revision A’

– 60 Day Public Comment 

• May 09: ‘Stretch Code Revision B’ Approved

• Jul 09: Promulgated



Final ‘Stretch Code’ Residential
• New Construction

– HERS 70 or less < 3,000 sq ft.

– HERS 65 or less > 3,000 sq ft.

• Renovations & Additions
– Prescriptive option:

Energy Star for Homes 

– Performance option:

HERS rating of 80 or 85 

Image source: www.lexingtoninfrared.com/hers-ratings.php



Final ‘Stretch Code’ Commercial
• New Construction

– > 100,000 ft2  ‐ 20% below ASHRAE 90.1‐2007
– 5,000‐100,000 ft2 allows: 

• 20% below or 
• Prescriptive option with one of the following:

– Efficient Mechanical Equipment
– Reduced LPD
– On‐site renewables

• Special cases and Exemptions
– Supermarkets, Labs, & Warehouses
– < 5,000 ft2 

– special uses
– renovations



Adoption by Towns and Cities

• Adoption Process
– Municipal public hearing

– Vote of Board of Selectmen or City Manager, 
Mayor and City Council

• Timing of Adoption
– Jan 1 or Jul 1 of any year

Image source: http://www.zechallenge.com/StephensClark-update.htm
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Questions ?

Contacts: 

Mike Guigli – DPS
mike.guigli@state.ma.us

Ian Finlayson – EOEEA
ian.finlayson@state.ma.us

Image source: Wisdom Way Solar Village – Greenfield, MA:
http://www.ruraldevelopmentinc.org/WWSV/wwsv_update_current.htm


