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CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL 
Please provide all of the following items in your code change proposal. Your proposal may be entered on the 
following form, or you may attach a separate file.  However, please read the instructions provided for each part of the 
code change proposal.  The sections identified in parentheses are the applicable sections from CP #28 Code 
Development.  The full procedures can be downloaded from www.iccsafe.org.  
Code Sections/Tables/Figures Proposed for Revision (3.3.2):  Section 402.6 
 
Name/Company/Representing (3.3.1):  Ronald Majette / United States Department of Energy 
 
Proposal: 
 
Revise as follow: 

402.4 402.6  Maximum fenestration U-factor and SHGC.  (Mandatory).  The area weighted maximum fenestration U-
factor permitted using trade offs from Section 402.1.4 or Section 404 shall be 0.48 in zones 4 and 5 and 0.40 in zones 6 
through 8 for vertical fenestration, and 0.75 in zones 4 through 8 for skylights.  The area weighted average maximum 
fenestration SHGC permitted using trade-offs from Section 404 in zones 1 through 3 excluding Marine Zone 3 shall be 
0.50.   

 
Renumber following sections accordingly 
 
Supporting Information  (3.3.4 & 3.4):   
 
The purpose of this proposal is to remove an inappropriate upper limit on solar heat gain for glazing in the marine climate zone.  There is 
no prescriptive requirement for maximum SHGC in Marine zone 3 in Table 402.1.1 and there should be no mandatory limit either.  
Locations on and close to the Pacific coast often have very mild summers and high solar heat gains through glazing are desirable from both 
an energy efficiency and comfort standpoint.  For example, Monterey, California, has far fewer cooling degree hours above 74 F than 
Fairbanks, Alaska, (137 compared to 752 according to ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 90.2-2001).  Removing this limit would allow designers 
to select either high or low solar heat gain glazing as appropriate for the climate and building design.   
 
This proposal also moves this section to follow the prescriptive requirements for fenestration.  The organization of the code is improved by 
placing these two related sections adjacent to each other rather than being arbitrarily separated by other unrelated sections. 
 
  
Referenced Standards (3.4 & 3.6):  N/A 
 
 
Cost Impact (3.3.4.6): The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction. 
 
 
 


