Draft Proposal CB-15
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Continuous Air Barriers (CB-15)  

Objective:  Clarify the language pertaining to the sealing of penetrations in the building envelope.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Renumber and revise Section C402.4.2 as follows: 

C402.4.2  Air barrier penetrations.  (move as a new item 3 to C402.4.1.1 Air barrier construction)

3. Penetrations of the air barrier and paths of air leakage shall be caulked, gasketed or otherwise sealed in a manner compatible with the construction materials and location.  Joints and seals associated with penetrations shall be sealed in the same manner or taped or covered with moisture vapor-permeable wrapping material.  Sealing materials shall be appropriate to the construction materials being sealed.  The joints and seals and shall be securely installed in or on the joint for its entire length around the penetration so as not to dislodge, loosen or otherwise impair its ability to resist positive and negative pressure from wind, stack effect and mechanical ventilation.

Reason:  Clarification and to increase simplicity of the code.  The provisions of C402.4.2 are currently out of place.  They have the same standing in the order of the code as C402.4.1 yet are actually a component of the air barrier provisions.  They are more appropriately located as a part of the code text addressing air barrier construction.  In addition, the present item 2 is duplicated by C402.4.2 to a large degree so the text has been revised to focus on penetrations.  

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.

