Draft Proposal CB-26
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Equipment and System Sizing (CB-26)

Objective:  Clarify intent that the provisions are written to apply to the output capacity of the equipment that provides heating or cooling functions.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section C403.2.2 as follows: 

C403.2.2 Equipment and system sizing.  The output capacity of heating and cooling equipment and systems shall not exceed the loads calculated in accordance with Section C403.2.1.  A single piece of equipment providing both heating and cooling shall satisfy this provision for one function with the capacity for the other function as small as possible, within available equipment options.

(Exceptions remain unchanged.)

Reason:  While not defined, there is a distinct difference between systems and equipment.  The equipment refers to the piece of equipment (or the appliance) that converts delivered energy into heating and/or cooling capability.  The system is much broader in scope and includes not only the equipment but the distribution system, controls, etc.  The design loads in Section C403.2.1 will cover the distribution system loads such that the loads in question and the point of comparison with size occurs at the output to the equipment.   

Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.
