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101 municipalities

1,440 square 
miles

Nearly 3.2 million 
residents

1.8 million jobs 
(2010 Census)



1)  Regional Clean Energy Projects

• Green Municipal Aggregation • Green Mobility Program
• Municipal and Community Solar • ESCO Procurement
• LED Streetlight Retrofit Program • Energy Resiliency 
• Solar Hot Water

• Community energy data, baselining, planning, and 
strategizing

• Connecting municipalities with incentives + plug-and-play         
programs

• Net Zero planning, guidance, and education
• Storage, microgrids, and district energy

• Peak Demand Management • Permitting and Zoning
• Green Communities • State and Local Policy
• Methane Leaks • Building Codes
• Data Analysis • Grant Writing

2)  Clean Energy Planning

3)  Clean Energy Technical Assistance

CLEAN ENERGY EXPERTISEClean Energy & Resiliency



Urgency of NowUrgency of Now



Woodman’s of Essex during Winter Storm Riley, March 2018.
Source: Woodman’s of Essex

Collins Cove, Salem during Winter Storm Grayson, January 2018
Photo by Matt Almeida. Source: Patch

Urgency of Now

http://www.woodmans.com/14-most-infamous-storms-north-shore/
https://patch.com/massachusetts/salem/salem-storm-2018-reader-photos


Metro Mayors Coalition Climate 
Preparedness Taskforce



Multi-Benefit Outcomes
• Energy
• Resiliency
• Economic
• Environmental
• Public Health
• Equity
• Livability

Bringing Net Zero to 101 Cities and Towns and 
Beyond

Holistic Planning



Multi-Benefit Buildings



How Can We Improve 
Buildings?

Higher Performing Buildings

International 
Energy 

Conservation 
Code (IECC)

Base Building 
Energy Code

Stretch 
Energy Code

Local 
Ordinances



Taking Action

There are four main ways that Massachusetts municipalities can impact building regulations:

International 
Energy 

Conservation Code 
(IECC)

Base Code 
(MA Building Code 

CMR 780)

ADOPT

Stretch Energy 
Code

(780 CMR Ch. 15 
AA)

Zoning and other 
local ordinances

Base Code 
(MA Building Code 

CMR 780)

Stretch Energy 
Code

(780 CMR Ch. 15 
AA)

Zoning and other 
local ordinances

Stretch Energy 
Code

(780 CMR Ch. 15 
AA)



www.wayland.ma.us/sites/waylandma/files/uploads/2018_atm_warrant_to_post.pdf

Local Ordinances



MA State Building Code

Mass General Law (MGL), Chapter 
143, Section 94

“To adopt and fully integrate the 
latest International Energy 
Conservation Code as part of 
the state building code, together 
with any more stringent energy-
efficiency provisions that the 
board, in consultation with the 
Department of Energy 
Resources, concludes are 
warranted.”



Nationwide Code



IECC for Cities and Towns 
US Conference of Mayors
86th Annual Conference of Mayors 
June 8-11, 2018 Boston, MA
Resolution: Uniting Cities to Accelerate Focus on 
the Economic and Climate Benefits of Boosting 
America’s Building Energy Efficiency

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The 
U.S. Conference of Mayors urges 
mayors from around the nation to 
work in conjunction with NGOs 
and other broad-based 
organizations promoting greater 
building efficiency to unite and 
maximize local government 
support for putting America’s 
Model Building Energy Code, the 
IECC, on a glide path of steady 
progress toward net zero building 
construction by 2050. 



IECC for Cities and Towns

Who Develops 
America’s Building 
Energy Code (the 
IECC)?

Local and State Officials 
from Across America!

Who Enacts Building 
Energy Codes?

State & Local 
Governments

Who Enforces 
Building Energy 
Codes?

Mostly Local 
Governments



MA State Building Code



Adding Resiliency to the 
Code



MA Stretch Energy Code



What a Tiered Stretch Code Could Look Like:

1. Updated stretch code based on current I-Codes. (The current 
stretch code is based on the 2016 ICC and 2013 ASHRAE.)

2. A pathway based on Passive House and other standards that 
municipalities could adopt to go beyond the requirements of 
the stretch code and achieve higher efficiency (i.e. 15% more 
efficient as opposed to 10%).

3. A Net Zero Stretch Code option adopting Appendix G or a 
pathway from another state.

Improving the Stretch Code



Co-Benefits for All



Thank you!

Cammy Peterson
Director of Clean Energy

Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Boston, Massachusetts
cpeterson@mapc.org

617.933.0791

mailto:cpeterson@mapc.org
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