
2023 National Energy Codes Conference May 4, 2023

Discussion: Leveraging Relationships to Encourage 
Program Buy-In and Improve Code Compliance



Agenda

• Speaker Introductions

• Brief Presentations

• Facilitated Q&A

• Audience Q&A



Speakers

Jackie Dadakis Matt Belcher Mekha Abraham Tess Studley
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Making 
Buildings More 
Resilient, 
So People Don’t 
Have to Be
Jackie Dadakis

CEO, Green Coast Enterprises

Adjunct Lecturer, Tulane MSRED Program

Technical Chair, Louisiana State Unified Code Council
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Green Coast 
Enterprises
o Real Estate Developer

o Commercial and 
residential 
redevelopment using 
Historic Tax Credits and 
New Market Tax Credits

o Consulting Services to 
Improve the Built Environment

o Energy Management
o Utility Analysis
o Green Certifications
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How Louisiana 
Got Excited 

About 
Building 
Codes

v
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• Benefits of Action• Risks of Inaction 

• Extreme weather presents 
challenges across Louisiana that are 
costly in terms of lives and dollars 

• heat waves, floods, hurricanes, 
freezes, and droughts

• Responding to disasters forces 
government, businesses, and 
families to divert resources and 
energy away from other priorities 

• An immediate need in LA
• Hand-in-hand with mitigation 
• Must implement in a timely 

fashion to avoid the worst
• Must build public trust as we go
• Monitoring and reporting
• Collaboration and partnerships
• Structural recommendations can 

ensure success

Adapting to a 
Changing Climate



Climate Executive Order on Carbon Reduction

By 2025 By 2030 By 2050

26 -
28%

40 -
50%

Net 
Zero

Of 2005 
levels

Of 2005 
levels



• 2021 Inventory (2018 
Data)

• Total GHG Emissions 216 MMT in 
2018 compared to 215 MMT in 2005

• Different sources than the nation as a 
whole; power generation fuel mix; 
highest emitting sectors and facilities

• Estimate of potential, cumulative, new 
industrial GHG emissions of 120 MMT 
per year for permitted but not yet 
built

Louisiana’s GHG Baseline



Louisiana Climate Task Force

16-month collaborative process that included 49 public meetings of the Task Force, 
sector committees, and advisory groups as well as opportunities for the public to share 
their ideas for climate actions and provide feedback on the draft plan components.



Transportation, Development, 
and the Built Environment 

STRATEGY 9: Accelerate adoption and accessibility of clean vehicles and 
fuels 

STRATEGY 10: Reduce vehicle miles traveled and increase transportation 
efficiencies 

STRATEGY 11: Increase urban, rural, and regional public transit services 

STRATEGY 12: Coordinate land use planning to reduce sprawl and support 
healthy and resilient communities 

STRATEGY 13: Improve the efficiency and resilience of homes and non-
residential buildings 
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Louisiana 
Uniform State 
Construction 
Code Council

• Created in 2006 to adopt and 
amend a statewide code

• Must adopt and amend to most 
current IRC, IBC and NEC within 
6 years of publication
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Louisiana 
Uniform State 
Construction 
Code Council

• Enabling legislation permanently 
set residential Energy Code at 
IECC 2009

• Commercial Energy Code was 
under the preview of the State 
Fire Marshal Office.  Remained 
at ASHRAE 2007
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2018 ICode 
Review Cycle 
– Covid 
Interrupted!
We convened in January of 
2020 . . . And then we did 
not meet again until July of 
2021
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Double Review 2018 & 2021 Code Cycle
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2021 ICode
Review Cycle

• Legislative change to adopt the 2021 
Energy Code on July 1, 2023

• Reduce lifetime operating costs of 
a home by 30%

• Adopted the ICC 2021 for residential 
and commercial structures

• This includes requirements to 
build roofs to a standard that 
withstands up to 149 MPH winds

• Adopted ASCE-24 as a minimum of 
1ft+ BFE in flood zones

• Otherwise known as Freeboard!
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Louisiana Energy Code 
Transition Committee
• Act 635 passed Louisiana House and 

Senate unanimously in 2022 session
• Established a 15 member 

transition commission tasked to 
adopt and amend 2021 IECC for 
residential and commercial

• Moved commercial enforcement 
to local BCOs

• Required adoption on July 1, 
2023

• Energy Code now follows future 
ICode review cycles
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Louisiana Energy Code Transition Committee
11 - Voting Members:

• Louisiana Home Builders Association.
• Building Officials Association of Louisiana
• AIA Louisiana
• Louisiana ASHRAE Chapter
• Louisiana Building Owners and Managers 

Association
• Greater NOLA Housing Alliance
• Associated Builders and Contractors
• LiUNA
• LA Registered RESNET Hers Rater 
• HVACR Association of LA
• Associated General Contractors

3 - Nonvoting members:

• Louisiana Department of Natural 
Resources

• Louisiana Facility Management and 
Control

• LSUCCC Technical Chairperson
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Louisiana Amendments

IECC
• All climate zones in Louisiana set to 2A 

(warm-humid) 
• Ceiling insulation R-Value set to R-38 

from R-49 
• Air leakage set to 7.0 ACH50 for single 

family dwelling units 
• Air leakage set to 0.30 CFM50/sq ft of 

enclosure area for multifamily dwelling 
units 

• Duct leakage set to 8 CFM25/100 sq ft of 
conditioned floor area post construction

• Lighting set to 90% high efficacy lighting

IBC Chapter 4
• All climate zones in Louisiana set to 2A 

(warm-humid) 
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Impact of Louisiana Amendments

Draft Analysis by PNNL of Louisiana 2021 IECC Amendments
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What’s Next
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Thank You!
Jackie Dadakis

CEO, Green Coast Enterprises

Jackie@greencoastenterprises.com

504-264-2394



The Circuit Rider –
Preacher who Rides the Circuit



Energy Codes Training Program
• Goal: prepare the Missouri & Nebraska’s 

workforce(s) for upcoming changes in 
construction best practices 

• Commercial Energy Code
• Focused on providing training to 

builders, code officials, design 
professionals, public officials and 
students

• For more information, visit: 
www.mwalliance.org 



Energy Code Background

25



2009 – 2018 IECC Key 
Differences 



Activities

• Conduct informational sessions with Building industry professionals, including 
Superintendents On Energy Code and Building Science applications.

• Developed a segmented training for City of St. Louis Inspection Division.
• Develop 1+ hour “information sessions” delivered at Lumber and Building 

Materials Businesses
• Work with/Advise many Cities on code adoptions of 2015 and 2018 codes
• Jefferson City is reviewing the 2015 codes in anticipation of adoption: Advise on 

important elements of both Commercial and Residential Energy codes (why you 
should not delete certain items! Or at least make them optional ilo deletion!)

• Ongoing Discussions of Codes in general and energy code in Southeast Mo with 
the economic development folks there. 



Activities

• Conduct frequent “Brown Bag sessions” with the STL Professional Codes committee 
ICC/AIA on new and existing buildings since that seems to be gaining momentum. 

• Always working to get Realtors and, especially Appraisers “Energized” about this too! (30 
+/- so far!)

• Sessions at the Missouri AGC meetings and convention about the 2018 Commercial 
Energy Code (IECC) and updates to it.

• Work with Economic Development Specialist with the City of St. Louis. They do the gap 
funding for builders/remodelers that want to rehab existing buildings in the City where 
grant funds, appraised values, etc. leave gaps. They want to make sure Codes are met 
and understood.

• Homebuilders and Code Officials in St. Louis and St. Charles County, Springfield and 
Greene County and others on reviewing the 2021 code in advance of it being reviewed 
and adopted locally..



Codes Associations on 
Missouri • St Louis “ProCodes” ICC/AIA Chapter

• Metropolitan Kansas City Chapter of 
the ICC

• Missouri Assoc. of Building Officials 
and Inspectors (MABOI)

• Southwest Missouri Code Officials 
Association (SWMOCO)

• Missouri Association of Code 
Enforcement (MACE)

• Missouri Association of Building 
Codes Administrators (MABCA)



Thank you!



Leveraging Relationships to 
Encourage Program Buy-In 
and Improve Code Compliance
2023 National Energy Codes Conference
May 4, 2023



Welcome!

32

Tess Studley
Program Manager, 
Codes & Standards

Mekha Abraham
Project Manager,

BetterBuiltNW



About BetterBuiltNW
BetterBuiltNW provides 
resources to accelerate the 
adoption of the most 
energy-efficient building 
practices in residential new 
construction in the region. 

BetterBuiltNW is a core 
component of the Northwest 
Energy Efficiency Alliance's 
(NEEA) codes, standards, 
and new construction 
program.
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BetterBuiltNW Resources
betterbuiltnw.com

34

https://betterbuiltnw.com/training#energy-code
https://betterbuiltnw.com/
https://betterbuiltnw.com/training#on-demand-courses


The Alliance
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BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Utilities

Home Certification 
Programs

Single-Family
Builders & Raters
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BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Utilities

Home Certification 
Programs

Single-Family
Builders & Raters
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BBNW maintains residential new 
construction above code program 
infrastructure and supports utilities 
offering programs.



BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Utilities
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BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Utilities

Home Certification 
Programs

Single-Family
Builders & Raters
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BBNW provides technical assistance, 
trainings, instructive collateral, etc. to 
educate audience on energy efficient 
building practices and technology.



BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Single-Family
Builders & Raters
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BetterBuiltNW Relationships

Utilities

Home Certification 
Programs

Single-Family
Builders & Raters

41

BBNW provides technical support, 
participates in program conferences, 
and promotes HCP relevant news in 
BBNW monthly newsletter. 



Relationships Leads to Data & Intel

42

Supports NEEA’s 
residential code 
efforts, including 
collecting market 
evidence, 
supporting the 
development of 
code proposals, and 
training following 
code changes. 



Evolving Program
• State Energy Code changes 
• Broad Audiences / Target 

Markets
• Code Compliance Studies
• Evaluations

43



THANK YOU!

Tess Studley
tstudley@neea.org  | 503.688.5451

Mekha Abraham
mabraham@trccompanies.com  |  503.785.9326



Thank you! 

Questions?
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