
City Energy Code Baseline 
and Res pons e 
An Update on the Progres s  of Energy Verification Sheets   - March 2016 



Who We Are 

• Local Building Department in Was hington DC 

• Green Building Divis ion 

• Been in operation for 3 years  

• Engineers , HERS Raters , Home Builders , Architects , Home Performance 
Profes s ionals  

 



What We Do 

Verify P lans , Ins pect, and Adminis trate Quality As s urance 

• Energy Code (2012) 

• Green Building Act (GBA) 

• Green Cons truction Code (GCC) 

 
Energy Code 

GCC GBA 



How we are Funded 

• Fee on permits  

• The Green Fund roughly generated $1.5M - 1.7M annually 

• Money is  s pent on res earch papers , profes s ional trainings , s taff, 
educational tools  at DCRA and other agencies  
 



City Energy Code Baseline 

• City Energy Compliance Bas eline Summer 2014 
• Envelope, Mechanical Ins pection, Electrical Compliance, Documentation 

is s ues  
• Res ults  s howed our city was  pretty mediocre compliance 

 



Response to Energy Code Baseline 

• Creation of Energy Verification Sheets  (EVS) 

• EVS Sheets  improve documentation, educate, trans fer knowledge  

• Bas ed on DOE’s  Store and Score 

• Table of Contents  to the Energy Code Compliance 

• Supplements  COMCheck and RESCheck 
 



Response to Energy Code Baseline 



Response to Energy Code Baseline 



Response to Energy Code Baseline 

Drawing used with permission of Mark Ewbie 



Learning Experiences from EVS 

• Takes  effort to enforce the EVS 

• Mos t effective with new cons truction buildings  

• Res idential des igners  have lowes t initial EVS us age rate 

• Start the integrated des ign proces s  

• Engineers  s eem to be the ones  res pons ible for EVS completion 
 



Other Best Practices 

• Exemptions  to Manual J s  if a multi-capacity compres s or 

• New monthly trainings  on the energy code 

• Weekly works hops  after a project has  achieved a Hold For Comments . 

• Picking up the phone 

• Open Office Hour during each bus ines s  day for walk-in 

• Tracking architectural and engineering teams  with grades  on each project. 
 
 



DC Green Building Division 

 

Thanks ! 

David Kais er 
DCRA: Green Building Divis ion 

1100 4th Street SW 
Was hington DC, 20024 
Green.building@ dc.gov  

mailto:Green.building@dc.gov
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