Draft Proposal E-2
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Repair Definition (E-2)

Objective:  Expand definition of “repair” to include retrofits and changes to energy systems.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section 202 as follows:

The restoration to good or sound condition or renewal of any part of an existing building that is not an alteration for the purpose of its maintenance.
Reason:  For consistency with the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  The terms “good” and “sound” are not used in the 2012 IECC and are subjective.  The wording “for the purpose of its maintenance” is a reason for the text but not relevant to a definition.  Who determines if something is necessary for maintenance and what metric is to be used?  Simply saying “restoration or renewal,” along with the clarification that it is other than an alteration, would clarify this term in the code.  This is especially important because this definition and the definition of alteration are key to determining which of Chapters 6, 7, 8, and/or 9 are applicable to the work being conducted.  

Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact other than ensuring that maybe something that might not have been considered within the scope of the International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC) would now, through clarification, be considered.

