Draft Proposal E-3
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Addition Energy Requirements (E-3)

Objective:  Require additions considered on their own to meet the provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section [B] 402.1 as follows:

[B] 402.1 General. Additions to any building or structure shall comply with the requirements of the International Building Code for new construction.  Alterations to the existing building or structure shall be made to ensure that the existing building or structure together with the addition are no less conforming to the provisions of the International Building Code that the existing building was prior to the addition.  An existing building together with its additions shall comply with the height and area provisions of Chapter 5 of the International Building Code.  

Exception: Additions shall meet the provisions of the IECC without consideration of the existing building.
Reason:  As written, the code could be interpreted to mean that where an existing building is some level of energy efficiency below the International Building Code, which references the 2012 IECC, then the addition need satisfy only that same level of energy efficiency as opposed to having to meet the 2012 IECC on its own.  The exception clarifies that regardless of the condition of or work done or not done in the existing building, the addition must meet the 2012 IECC.  

Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact other than ensuring that maybe something that might not have been considered would now through clarification be considered.

