Draft Proposal E-5
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Fenestration Energy Requirements (E-5)

Objective:  Require fenestration in repairs, alterations or additions to meet the provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section 406 and [B] 406 as follows:

SECTION 406  GLASS FENESTRATION

[B] 406.1 Conformance. The installation or replacement of glass shall be as required for new installations. Fenestration installed to replace existing fenestration or being added to new openings in the building thermal envelope shall meet the provisions of the IECC 

Reason:  The current code provisions correctly address replacement of glass.  The definition of “fenestration” is broader and includes other materials.  As such, it is likely that in applying the current code provisions, either other glazing materials would be excluded and not subject to the code or, more likely, addition of fenestration products (assemblies) as opposed to just changing a pane of glass would also be excluded.  The proposed text retains the current criteria associated with glass but further ensures that the broader subject of fenestration, of which glass is a part, is also clarified and is required to meet the 2012 IECC.

Cost Impact:  There is no cost impact other than ensuring that maybe something that might not have been considered would now through clarification be considered.

