Draft Proposal E-9
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/iebc_concepts
Performance Path (E-9)

Objective:  Exempt upgrade of alterations, additions, changes in occupancy, or repairs to meet the provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) when a registered design professional documents energy performance in conformance to the IECC performance provisions.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Add new Sections [B] 1401.5.4 and [B] 1401.6 as follows:

[B] 1401.5.4 Energy Efficiency. Included within the energy efficiency category are the parameters associated with the building thermal envelope and mechanical, service water heating, electrical and lighting systems associated with the efficient use of energy.

[B] 1401.6 Evaluation process for energy efficiency. Compliance with the applicable provisions of this code related to the energy efficiency of repairs, alterations, additions and changes of occupancy shall be permitted when documentation prepared by a registered design professional is provided to the building official that the total building performance of the existing building after the repair, alteration, addition or change in occupancy meets the provisions of Section C407 of the IECC.  

Reason:  The International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC) currently affords the building owner/developer or their agent the opportunity to meet the intent of the IEBC by documenting equivalency with safety-, egress-, and fire-related issues.  There is no such parallel for energy efficiency, and one is needed.  In many cases, it is possible to show that attributes of the existing building can and should be considered in assessing the post-repair, alteration, addition, or change in occupancy situation in the building.  This is no different from considering an existing building and alteration wherein the alteration might not meet code but other items in the existing building that would offset that cannot be considered.  In theory, one could demolish the existing building and then build a new building that would end up looking like the post-alteration existing building.  The former would not be approved, but the latter, which is equivalent to the former, would.  The proposed text simply allows this concept that is in the 2012 IECC to be extended for application in the IEBC.

Cost Impact:  There will be no increase in cost of construction, and there could be a decrease, to the degree that this approach to compliance allows for alternative and less costly ways to meet the intent of the IEBC.

