Draft Proposal CB-14
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Above Grade Wall Provisions (CB-14)

Objective:  Clarify the provisions in the code related to above-grade walls.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise Section C402.2.3 as follows: 

C402.2.3 Thermal resistance of above-grade walls.  The minimum thermal resistance (R-value) of the insulating materials installed in the wall cavity between the framing members, where required, and continuously on the walls, where required,  shall be as specified in Table C402.2, based on framing type and construction materials used in the wall assembly. The R-value of integral insulation installed in concrete masonry units (CMU) shall not be used in determining compliance with Table 402.2.

(Remainder unchanged.)

Reason:  The current code indicates that the insulation is to be applied both between framing members and continuously on the wall.  This is not always the case in some climate zones and is never the case for mass walls.  Adding the words “where required” allows for cases where either is required or both are required..

Cost Impact:   There is no cost impact associated with this proposed change.

