Draft Proposal CB-44
This concept has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible code change proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's initial concepts and draft code change proposals. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:

www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/codes/iecc/concepts/
Repair Definition (CB-44)

Objective:  Revise the definition of repair to be specific as to intent and meaning and can be readily applied in compliance verification.

Suggested Code Change Proposal

Revise the definition of REPAIR in Section C202 as follows:

REPAIR.  The reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building to the condition it was when last permitted and approved.

Reason: The current definition does not specify a point in time that is needed to effectively apply the code to repairs.  There needs to be a clearer distinction between an alteration, addition, renovation, and repair.  The proposed language makes it clear by stating that the reconstruction or renewal is to the condition it was in when last permitted (e.g., the way it was/has been before it needed the repair).  Anything else would be a change from what it was to something else and therefore be an addition, alteration, or renovation.

Cost Impact: There is a cost impact associated with this proposed change to the degree that repairs are not clearly covered in the current code, and as a result repairs that should be subject to the energy code are not now being required to meet the energy code OR in some cases repairs that should not be required to meet the code may currently be required to meet the code.

