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Draft Public Comment CE167-13
This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:
http://www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/2015IECC
CE167-13 Approved as Submitted
Public Comment:
Name:  Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 

Desired Action: Approval as Modified (AM)

Modify the proposal as follows:
C402.4.1.1 Air barrier construction. The continuous air barrier shall be constructed to comply with the following:

1.
The air barrier shall be continuous for all assemblies that are the thermal envelope of the building and across the joints and assemblies.

2.
Air barrier joints and seams shall be sealed, including sealing transitions in places and changes in materials.  Air barrier penetrations shall be sealed in accordance with Section C402.4.2.  The joints and seals shall be securely installed in or on the joint for its entire length so as not to dislodge, loosen or otherwise impair its ability to resist positive and negative pressure from wind, stack effect and mechanical ventilation.

3. 
Penetrations of the air barrier shall be caulked, gasketed or otherwise sealed in a manner compatible with the construction materials and location. Joints and seals associated with penetrations shall be sealed in the same manner or taped or covered with moisture vapor-permeable wrapping material. Sealing materials shall be appropriate to the construction materials being sealed and shall be securely installed around the penetration so as not to dislodge, loosen or otherwise impair its ability to resist positive and negative pressure from wind, stack effect and mechanical ventilation
4.
Recessed lighting fixtures shall comply with Section C404.2.8.  Where similar objects are installed which penetrate the air barrier, provisions shall be made to maintain the integrity of the air barrier.

Exception: Buildings that comply with Section C402.4.1.2.3 are not required to comply with Items 1 and 3.

Commenter’s Reason: This change is needed to address a single housekeeping item. Note that there was no opposing testimony, adverse comment or committee concern raised about CE167-13 at the first public hearing.   The deletion of the reference to Section C402.4.2 of the code regarding the sealing of air barrier penetrations is needed because pursuant to this change the provisions that were in C402.4.2 are now located in the new numbered item 3 to Section C402.4.1.1 above and are therefore not available at C402.4.2 for reference. 
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