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Draft Public Comment CE303-13

This draft public comment has been developed by the DOE Building Energy Codes Program (BECP) as a possible submittal related to a proposal to the Commercial provisions of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).   Interested parties are asked to submit any and all comments on DOE's draft public comments. For instructions on submitting comments, visit:
http://www.energycodes.gov/development/commercial/2015IECC
CE303-13 Approved as Submitted
Public Comment:
Name:  Jeremiah Williams, U.S. Department of Energy (jeremiah.williams@ee.doe.gov) 

Desired Action: Approval as Modified (AM)

Modify the proposal as follows:

C405.2.4 Exterior lighting controls. All exterior lighting shall be controlled by either an astronomical time switch or a photo sensor and a time switch.be provided with a control that automatically turns off the lighting as a function of available daylight. 
Where lighting the building façade or landscape the lighting shall also be provided with controls that automatically shut off the lighting as a function of dawn/dusk and a set opening and closing time. 

Where not lighting the building façade or landscape the lighting shall also be provided with controls configured to automatically reduce the connected lighting power by at least 30 percent from no later than 12 midnight to 6 a.m. or from one hour after business closing to one hour before business opening or during any period when no activity has been detected for a time of no longer than 15 minutes. 

All time switches controls that operate as a function of time shall be capable of retaining programming and the time setting at least 10 hours without power.  Lighting designed for dusk to dawn operation shall be permitted to have a photo sensor without a time switch.

Exceptions: 
1. Lighting designed for dusk to dawn operation shall be permitted to have a photo sensor without a time switch. 

1. Emergency lighting that is intended to be automatically off during building operation.

2. Lighting specifically required to satisfy health and life safety requirements.

3. Decorative gas lighting systems 
4. Lighting for covered vehicle entrances or exits from buildings or parking structures where required for safety, security, or eye adaptation. 

Commenter’s Reason:  At the code development hearing both CE303-13 and CE304-13 were approved as submitted.  The intent of CE303-13 was to simplify the provisions in the code covering exterior lighting controls to foster the ability to implement the code and to verify compliance with the code.  The language approved pursuant to CE304-13, which is intended to foster consistency between the IECC and ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1-13, is as follows:

C405.2.4 Exterior lighting controls. Lighting for exterior applications other than emergency lighting that is intended to be automatically off during building operation, lighting specifically required to meet health and life safety requirements or decorative gas lighting systems shall: 

1. Be provided with a control that automatically turns off the lighting as a function of available daylight. 

2. Where lighting the building façade or landscape the lighting shall have controls that automatically shut off the lighting as a function of dawn/dusk and a set opening and closing time. 

3. Where not covered in Item 2 the lighting shall have controls configured to automatically reduce the connected lighting power by at least 30 percent from no later than 12 midnight to 6 a.m. or from one hour after business closing to one hour before business opening or during any period when no activity has been detected for a time of no longer than 15 minutes. 

All time switches shall be able to retain programming and the time setting during loss of power for a period of at least ten hours. 

Exception: Lighting for covered vehicle entrances or exits from buildings or parking structures where required for safety, security, or eye adaptation. 

The approval of both CE303-13 and CE304-13 would provide a challenge to reconcile the text approved pursuant to both changes.  In all likelihood the approved text in CE303-13 would be overshadowed and more or less eliminated by the text approved in CE304-13.  As such the simplicity and clarification intended through CE303-13 would be lost. The intent of this public comment is to reconcile the provisions in CE303-13 and CE304-13 in a way that addresses the simplicity and clarity intended in the former and the technical improvement and consistency with ANSI/ASHRAE/IES NA Standard 90.1-13 intended through the latter. .  This public comment allows the voting members of ICC to review and vote on how these two approved changes would be reconciled and appear in the 2015 IECC.
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