DOE Draft Proposal for 2018 IECC; September 2015

R-6: HVAC Equipment Labeling (R303.1)
Require efficiency labels on HVAC equipment. With the addition of the Energy Rating Index (ERI) path equipment efficiencies must be known in order for compliance to be checked.  This proposed change will ensure the code official is able to conduct an effective inspection for code enforcement.

= = = IECC PROPOSAL: 

Add a new section R303.1.5 as follows:
R303.1.5 Equipment Efficiency or energy use.  The energy use or energy efficiency of the equipment listed in Table R303.1.5 shall be determined in accordance with the applicable U.S. Department of Energy test procedure and sampling plan. The energy use or efficiency, along with the date of manufacture of the equipment, shall be shown on a label affixed to the equipment by the equipment manufacturer.  Where U.S. Department of Energy regulations (CFR Title 10, Part XXXX) provide for different Federal standard levels as a function of a geographic region or intended installation location, the label shall also show the geographic region or state where the equipment is intended to be installed for use. For equipment subject to FTC labeling regulations, the label shall meet all applicable requirements.
Reason: Because HVAC equipment plays a crucial role in determining the overall efficiency of a residence, it is important that installed HVAC equipment have the expected efficiencies. This is especially important because of the addition of the Energy Rating Index (ERI) path in the 2015 IECC.  Code officials need to know the installed efficiencies in order to verify compliance under that path.  Further, because new Federal requirements for some HVAC equipment varies by region, code officials have a greater need for ready access to the equipment ratings installed in homes.  The proposed change assures that information about the equipment is readily available and visible on site.

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) develops its proposals through a public process to ensure transparency, objectivity and consistency in DOE-proposed code changes. Energy savings and cost impacts are assessed based on established methods and reported for each proposal, as applicable.  More information on the process utilized to develop the DOE proposals for the 2018 IECC can be found at:  https://www.energycodes.gov/development/2018IECC.

Cost impact:  This change has no direct cost impact.
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